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According to Ana Giller, director of the Torucato de Alvear Hospital in Buenos Aires, the hospital
treated over 2,000 cases of domestic violence victims in the first half of 1991. Of the total, about 1,000
were women, 510 men, and 390 "family cases." Over the second half of 1990, the hospital admitted
1,289 victims: 920 women, 240 men and 129 families. Diana Goldberg, a child abuse specialist,
said the "family" category usually involves multiple cases of violence against children. She said
the hospital admitted four to five child victims per day. Official statistics indicate that in 1988, 230
children died as a result of violence. Of the total, 30 were homicide victims, and 24, suicides. In 1989,
16 cases of children murdered by family members were reported in the local press, and in 1990,
over 40. The Center for Family Violence in Buenos Aires receives an average of 520 calls per month
reporting incidents of domestic violence. A study by the Torcuato Psychiatric Emergency Hospital
indicated that 25% of Argentine families live in a state of chronic violence. According to Goldberg,
domestic violence has not appeared overnight. "What has happened is that the taboo of talking
about it is slowly disappearing with the establishment of family violence centers which encourage
people to discuss their problems." (Source: Inter Press Service, 01/14/92)
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